
  

 

  

Agenda 

22EL07 National Kick-Off Meeting 

Brussels, 16 February 2023 

9:00 – 14h00  

 

Hybrid event 

 

 

Location: BOSA, WTC III, Bd Simon Bolivar 30/bus 1, 1000 Brussels 

 

The action was funded by the European Union via the Technical Support Instrument, and implemented by the OECD, in 

cooperation with the Directorate-General for Structural Reform Support of the European Commission and the European 

Commission’s Joint Research Centre 
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Building capacity for evidence-informed policymaking in governance and 

public administration in a post-pandemic Europe 

22EL07 National Kick-off Meeting  

 

Brussels, 16 February 2023, 09:00 – 12.30 

Context 
European societies face complex problems such as Covid-19, addressing the policy challenges of climate change 

and of achieving climate neutrality of EU economies, information systems vulnerable to mis- and disinformation, 

among others. Governments, public administrations and experts in the scientific community must join forces to 

address these wicked problems and help public administrations to be better equipped to design better, evidence-

informed policies that will deliver public value and sustainable results for their citizens. 

Recognising these challenges, the Belgian federal government has recently made important efforts to promote 

such an evidence-informed approach to decision-making. The recent implementation of Spending Reviews and 

the steps taken in the promotion of policy evaluations at the federal level, including through the project on 

Improving decision-making and governance with policy evaluation in Belgium undertaken as part of the TSI 

21BE18, have participated to these efforts.  

Today, the Belgian Federal government is embarking on a new endeavour in this regard, supported by the OECD 

and the Joint Research Centre, and funded by the Technical Support Instrument (TSI) of DG REFORM. The project 

on Building capacity for evidence-informed policymaking in governance and public administration in a post-

pandemic Europe (22EL07) aims to overcome challenges in connecting supply and demand of evidence and 

scientific knowledge for effective policymaking. It will help public administrations through building greater 

capacity for effective engagement between scientists, evaluators and policymakers. Following on these actions 

and considering that the current project is jointly implemented by the OECD and the JRC, the promotion of policy 

changes both in the public administration as well as in the science and innovation system can be expected. This 

will be supported by the Belgian part of the project, which includes a diagnostic report, a needs assessment and 

roadmaps for policy implementation at the national level. These should offer pathways for promoting new and 

innovative approaches for sharing knowledge and improving the management and coordination of governance 

processes for decision-making, 

Goals 
1. Formal launch of the analysis to strengthen capacity for evidence-informed policymaking in Belgium in 

the post-pandemic Europe, as part of the multi-country project 22EL07 

2. Present the scope of the project and its implications at the national level, including all the next steps for 

domestic participants 
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Building capacity for evidence-informed policymaking in governance and 

public administration in a post-pandemic Europe 

Belgium National Kick-off Meeting 

09:00 – 09:30 ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION 

9:30 – 9:50 WELCOMING REMARKS 

• Petra de Sutter, Deputy Prime Minister, Belgium (video address) 

• Directorate General for Support to Member State Reform (DG REFORM), European Union (speaker 
tbc) 

• Janos Bertok, Deputy Director, Public Governance Directorate, (OECD)  

• Jolita Butkeviciene, Director, Innovation in Science and Policy Making (EC JRC) 

9:50 – 10:15 INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON EVIDENCE-INFORMED POLICYMAKING IN GOVERNANCE 
AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION  

• Stephane Jacobzone, Senior Advisor, Public Management and Budgeting division, OECD 
This presentation will discuss the challenges faced by countries to promote evidence-informed decision-
making, as they relate to the supply and the use of evidence. It will introduce a general perspective on 
policymaking challenges from an OECD perspective, as well as the contribution of policy evaluation to 
evidence informed decision-making (EIPM)  in a way that it can support open democracies. It will connect 
in particular the specific challenges of “Making Evaluation Happen”, in terms of institutionalisation and 
use, with the wider challenges met when promoting EIPM and addressing the science to evidence and 
policy nexus. 

• Kristian Krieger Policy Officer (EC JRC) 
This presentation will frame this project as part of the wider activity of the European Commission in 
support of evidence-informed policymaking. The presentation will provide insights about recent 
international steps in this agenda, including at European level (Better Regulation, Strategic Foresight, 
recent EC roundtable of Ministers), and drawing on the key messages of the Staff Working Document on 
“Supporting and connecting policymaking in the Member States with scientific research”.   

10:15 – 10:30 Coffee Break 

10:30 – 12:00 EVIDENCE-INFORMED POLICYMAKING IN GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IN 
BELGIUM, ROUNDTABLE ON KEY CHALLENGES 

The objective of this roundtable moderated by the OECD is to highlight the key value of the project for major 
stakeholders. It will bring together panellists from selected beneficiary organisations and stakeholders to 
highlight both the current strengths and challenges in Belgium and the possible contribution of the project in 
addressing these challenges.   

• Moderator: Stephane Jacobzone, Senior Advisor, Public Management and Budgeting division, OECD.  

o Saskia Weemans, Deputy Commissioner,  Federal Planning Bureau 
o Ben Smeets, Director General recruitment and development;  Federal Public Service Policy 

and Support 
o Frank Monteny, Head of research and aerospace,   Belgian Federal Science Policy Office 

(BELSPO) 

o David Aubin, professor of political science at UCL 

o A representative from KU Leuven (tbc).  

A set of questions and answers with the Audience will be opened after initial kick off interventions.  
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12:00 – 12:30 EVIDENCE-INFORMED POLICYMAKING IN GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION IN BELGIUM, PROJECT OBJECTIVES AND OUTPUTS 

This session will present the objectives and outputs of the work to be undertaken with Belgium 
within the overall framework of the whole multi country project. Detailed information will be 
provided on the outputs regarding country analysis (diagnosis report, needs/gaps assessment, 
country roadmaps), and will introduce the implications in terms of interaction with national 
authorities and stakeholders. The session will inform participants through what could be expected 
over the following months. Information will also be provided on processes to gather information, 
taking into account existing information from existing projects and remaining gaps to be covered. 

Chair Athina Manta, Policy Officer DG Reform   

• Claire Salama, Lead performance monitoring and evaluation, OECD, next steps in the 
implementation of the project  

• Kristian Krieger, Policy Officer, JRC, general overview of project workshops and symposia 

Questions and answers with participants  

  

12:30-12:40 CLOSING Koen Beirens, Project Coordinator, Federal Public Service Policy and Support 

                                        Daniele Dotto, Deputy Director, DG Reform.  

 

12:40-14:00 LUNCH/COCKTAIL/SOCIAL GATHERING 

 

 

Notes 
✓ The event includes a target audience with staff from beneficiary organisations, other public administration 

bodies with a potential interest, invited key stakeholders (research centres, universities, national academy, 

learned societies, NGOs, consultancy, think tanks, etc.).  

 

 


